
Leading specialty fabricator chooses the Lenovo ThinkStation® S30 for:

•	 Vastly	improved	performance	of	SolidWorks	and	Autodesk®	AutoCAD®

•	 Extreme	multitasking	abilities

•	 Almost	2x	improvement	in	time	needed	for	customer	deliverables

ACME Scenic & Display
Case Study



IntroductIon
ACME Scenic and Display project managers primarily handle 
“submittals,” a process that translates the ideas and requests 
generated by clients into data and programs able to be read by 
machinery or craftsmen to produce the final display. Submittals 
are a critical element in the construction process, as the 
measurements and material requirements and grades noted by 
project managers directly impact the success of the resulting 
project installation. Essentially, submittals are the final quality 
control mechanism before a product arrives on-site. Lenovo’s 
ThinkStation S30 provides the speed and power required to 
handle the rigors of the submittal process, as well as allow 
ACME Scenic and Display designers to deploy more complex 
design software, save time on design renderings and improve 
customer service. 

customer ProfIle
Nike and Guess Inc. are two of the most powerful brands in the world, recognized for their dedication to the 
customer experience. ACME Scenic and Display, a specialty fabricator, is responsible for enhancing these clients’ 
brands with unique, innovative in-store fixtures. Founded in 1992 and based in Portland, Oregon, the 80 employee 
company uses its expertise within the store design process to ensure quality and creativity from start to finish.   

challenges/requIrements 
Technology and more specifically powerful computers are essential to the designers and product managers at 
ACME, who take a client’s vision and turn it into reality in the form of a specific in-store display. With only so 
many workable hours in a day and short deadlines, the ability to multi task effectively and use the best software 
in the industry is priceless. However, not all computers are equipped to handle such intense loads. To meet client 
needs and deliver accurate and quality designs under tight deadlines, ACME Scenic and Display requires powerful 
workstations that can generate design renderings quickly and reliably - without crashing and losing valuable 
data - while also handling day-to-day administrative and side-project work in the background.  

sItuatIon
For ACME Scenic and Display to stay at the frontline of the custom fixture industry and keep up with the design 
requirements needed to complete quality submittals, the company saw the need for a software overhaul. Currently, 
ACME is in the process of upgrading its systems to newer, more powerful software that will ultimately provide 
clients with the most advanced and detailed design renderings possible. However, these newer programs 
necessitated a simultaneous, reliable hardware upgrade to handle the complex software without resulting in 
time-consuming lags or downtime. 
 
solutIon 
ACME Scenic and Display uses the Lenovo ThinkStation S30 to meet its hardware needs and protect its 
investment in new software programs. A powerful workstation, the ThinkStation S30 is built to withstand the 
heavy performance demands of design software like SolidWorks and Autodesk AutoCAD without crashing or 
lagging, and provides the power and performance to do more.  Currently, ACME Scenic and Display has deployed 
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its newest ThinkStation and installed SolidWorks and Autodesk AutoCAD design software. The company has seen 
significant improvements over their past desktops. “What really impresses me about the S30 is that it not only 
handles all the heavy duty design software, it allows me to do all my work quickly and multi task seamlessly,” said 
Tom Weiss, a project manager with ACME Scenic and Display.

The ThinkStation S30 is packed with enough processing power to enable ACME Scenic and Display to deploy design 
software while running secondary programs in the background, ensuring users’ productivity isn’t interrupted or 
decreased. And with the S30’s eight 3.0 USB ports that allow for endless amounts of file sharing, data backup 
and charging, busy users never have to step away from the workstation.

To produce quality designs, managers at ACME Scenic and Display continuously toggle between numerous large 
files for custom projects. With 32GB of RAM and error-correcting code (ECC) memory, the S30 allows ACME 
project managers to have an unusually large number of very large files open at once, without worrying about 
memory issues, system crashes or lost data.

Aside from its sheer processing power and memory capabilities, the ThinkStation S30 is designed to help achieve 
results even outside of the office if necessary. Its sturdy handle allows project managers like Tom to easily move 
the workstation from place to place, ensuring productivity in all environments. The S30 is also fully certified for 
top ISV (Independent Software Vendor) applications to optimize performance.

results
Weiss has been working with the new ThinkStation S30 for nearly three months. “It doesn’t take much time with 
the ThinkStation S30 to see that it is a far more powerful machine than our old desktops,” said Weiss. “We even 
ran time tests on both machines – the ThinkStation S30 was easily 10 times faster, which means we get our 
work done sooner.”

The S30’s speedy boot time, combined with its processor, memory, and hard drive capabilities enables project 
managers like Tom to easily handle the nearly unmanageable amount of information that comes with a custom 
project.

“Another noticeable difference with the ThinkStation S30 is its swift, one to two minute boot time,” said Weiss.   
“I now have an extra hour of usable work time each week to focus on additional projects, brainstorm new design 
ideas with coworkers or help contribute creative solutions.”

The ThinkStation S30 has also exponentially increased the speed with which ACME Scenic and Display delivers 
and edits design renderings to clients. Typically there are multiple revisions or additional requests that must be 
incorporated and immediately re-delivered to the client for review; due to the immense file sizes, this was often 
a time-consuming process on ACME’s previous desktops. 

“Quick is the key word for ACME employees,” said Weiss. “With the ThinkStation S30, design renderings and 
revisions can now be completed nearly twice as fast, which is not only great for us but our overall customer 
experience.”

*Lenovo, the Lenovo logo, ThinkCentre, ThinkPad, ThinkStation, ThinkServer, New World New Thinking, 
ThinkVantage, ThinkVision, ThinkPlus, TrackPoint, Rescue and Recovery, and UltraNav are trademarks 
of Lenovo Corporation. Other company names, product names, service names, etc., are trademarks or 
registered trademarks of their respective companies.

  It doesn’t take much time with the ThinkStation S30 to see that 
it is a far more powerful machine than our old desktops

- tom WeIss
Project Manager 

lenovo® thinkstation® s30

”“ DataSheet


